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ABSTRACT

Orientation Week is a critical period for introducing a new generation of students into University life. In a broad sense, the goal of Orientation week is to encourage students to embrace the University culture and to prepare for the associated obligations.

Although working towards common goals, Student Associations occasionally run Orientation Week programs which are not in harmony with the official academic program, despite having parallel objectives. This absence of integrated planning can be detrimental to the relationship between the Association and the broader academic community, as conflicts can surface when the timing and appropriateness of certain activities comes under question.

This Roundtable session has been organised to encourage co-operation between parties in order to develop Orientation Week programs which satisfy all sectors of the University.

Objectives

Prime Objective:

Identify the role Student Associations must play in order to offer useful and relevant services during Orientation Week

Secondary Objectives:

: Establish Student Associations as integral parts of everyday student life


: Discuss options for Student Association involvement in Orientation Week activities


: Develop strategies for better understanding the interests of students

: Apply international experiences to local situations to offer useful and appropriate services

Initiating Discussion at the Roundtable

After introducing the topic, the facilitators will discuss the role of the Gatton Student Association in the official Orientation Week program and the evolution of this role during the past decade. After this brief introduction, the floor is opened to other participants who may contribute by expressing their own experiences. It is expected that ideas will flow freely, but in case the discussion falters or deviates too far off track, the facilitators will have a number of questions ready to reignite or refocus the session.

These questions include but are not limited to:

What is the most vibrant memory you possess of your own Orientation Week?

Why is Orientation Week important from a Student Association perspective?

How do you satisfy student interests and encourage participation in organised activities?

What involvement does the Student Association have during Orientation Week on your Campus?

What reaction do you receive from students when you implement new events or concepts?

What ventures have been particularly successful in your experience?

To what degree is your Student Association reliant upon alcohol for Orientation activities?

How can the Orientation Week program be best designed to reward students without wasting resources or causing financial strain?

