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ABSTRACT

Staff from the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry at UWA became aware of a lack of generic skills needed for a successful career at University.  These problems were especially evident in first year students and became obvious from; Assessment, Learning skills sessions carried out by the UWA Learning Skills Centre, a lack of student commitment to attendance in lectures and tutorials and low student participation and feedback sought from Formative Assessment.

The first year, semester one Medical and Dental Curricula is organised around Foundations Units (Foundations of Animal and Human Biology, Foundations of Medical Chemistry and Foundations of Cell Biology), Foundations of Clinical Practice and an Option (unit taken from outside the Faculty).  The teaching and learning methods are largely lectures, tutorials and labs with ¼ of the course based around problem-based learning (PBL).  The skills required (that many students find challenging) are self-directed cooperative learning, integration of information and presentation (verbal and written).

In response to these concerns, a PPD seminar series was developed for first year Medical and Dental students in first semester 2002.  It runs each week for one hour taught in large or small groups and is integrated with activities occurring in core units. The series also provides an introduction to personal and professional development, this being one of the key themes of the Medical and Dental curricula at UWA.

A one-day Faculty Orientation session before semester started was organised to introduce the programme.

The first semester programme has been running as follows:

	Topic (once a week, run in small and large groups, depending on the session)

	· Time Management and how to reflect effectively 

	· Library skills – working with WEBCT and learning essay research skills

	· Basic computer skills – particularly for students not comfortable with the use of computers

	· Learning skills - on note taking and understanding different styles of learning

	· Learning skills - essay writing and written communication 

	· Computer skills - advanced use of the web and the online tutorial system.

	· Assessment - how to best utilise Formative and Continuous assessment and how to use objectives.  

	· Presentation skills and public speaking – in relation to their FCP poster presentation

	· Stress Management and Learning Skills - Preparation for Examinations 

	· Cultural and Equity issues

	· Examinations – final preparations

	· Debrief and evaluation of programme 


This Nuts and Bolts session will discuss:

· The logistical details required for organising a programme such as this and detailed information about the programme.

· The importance of teaching generic skills within the curriculum and how it is most effectively taught if integrated with material taught in core units.

· The importance of a continuation from the initial Orientation experience before semester starts, assisting with the breaking down of social isolation and ensuring all students are continually informed.

· Evaluation of the programme and feedback from the students participating in the course.

Felicity Gouldthorp and staff in the Education Centre developed the programme, which is run in collaboration with the Faculty Office, Unit Coordinators, Library Staff and the UWA Learning Skills Centre.
