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Research in higher education has recently become more and more concerned with the nature of student learning and the relationship of teaching to learning in the context of higher education. Research has shown a clear link between teachers’ conceptions of and approaches to teaching, and the resultant student conceptions of and approaches to learning (Prosser and Trigwell, 1999).

Two of the big shifts endorsed by the research are the need for teachers to be student-oriented (eg Kember, 1997), and for students to be encouraged to take deep approaches to learning.  Student learning is the intended focus for both teachers and students within the higher education context.

At the same time, however, we are being shown that students learn in different ways within a single class context. Despite efforts on the part of many academic teachers to modify their teaching in order to facilitate understanding, students continue to adopt reproductive approaches.

How do lecturers address the need to be student-centred within the context of a lecture? And how do different students interpret the intentions and strategies of a single lecturer?  What do students understand?  What do they do in response to their lecturer’s approach?

This discussion will be based upon the case studies of a lecturer and three students describing the same lecture event.  The case studies show the different ways in which the communicative intent of the lecturer is interpreted by the students. 
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