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On the basis of wide experience in teaching large introductory psychology classes, and drawing on insights from the educational literature, I advocate the strategy of systematically and frequently asking varying kinds of questions during first-year lectures. 

* Why use questions extensively in lectures?
Promote engagement and critical thinking; provide challenge, immediacy, variety, suspense and surprise 

* What are the special reasons for using this strategy with first-year classes?
Taking advantage of the opportunity to: break the “study as just a game” mindset; model the discipline’s approach to knowledge construction; promote explicit use of metacognitive strategies (references eg. Angelo, Leamnson)

* What kinds of topic lend themselves to this approach? 
Broad topics (eg.theories of cognitive development) can be introduced by posing  very fundamental questions (eg. “Why do our minds develop at all?”). More specific topics lend themselves to a wide variety of questions. Different kinds of questions can, for instance: encourage students to apply recently-learned concepts to specific examples, or make explicit some of their implicit theories or attitudes; introduce  topics by linking them with everyday life (egs. from psychology)    

* A specific technique: the “What happens next?” type of question
Involves presenting  a study, or body of research, by:

1) providing essential background

2) asking students, in role of researchers, to suggest hypotheses or next phase in the investigation,  and/or (in role of participants?) to predict results

3) revealing what did happen next. (eg using classic psychology investigations)

* Practical aspects of using questioning in the very large class
Give class the appropriate length of time to think about the question (reference Biggs); can do one or more of: asking them to jot down their ideas and/or discuss in pairs; asking for show of hands or oral answers; getting anonymous brief written answers from a sample; putting key features of answers on the board.

